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The Saint Walburga church dominates the town
with its majestic tower. This collegiate church con-
sists of two half churches joined together. The joint is
between the choir and the transept, the choir almost
being a hall church all by itself.

The building history records that the church was rebuilt in
1150 after the fire of 1126. This new church had a big choir
without an apse and a crossing tower. The present choir in
blue stone from Tournai is a remnant of this Early Gothic
monument. The apse was added in 1406, in honour of duke

Nothing has been left of
the medieval furniture as
everything was destroyed
during the religious riots of
1566 and later. The present
furnishings and decorati-
ons are mostly in baroque
and late baroque style. The
church has a rich collection
of sculptures, wooden and
stone polychromatic
statuettes, historic
tapestries and pain-
tings. The 14 chapels in
the church contain art
treasures and a variety
of wooden and marble
altars, overwhelmingly
or subtly sculpted.

tapestry weavin
was Oudenaarde’s
most important industry

The chapels are dedicated to a particular saint, often the
patron saint of a guild. Thus the carpenters (Saint Joseph), the
rope-makers (Saint Mary Magdalene) and the masons (Saint
John the Baptist) all have their own chapel.

There is still a chapel with an altar in the northern aisle of the
church dedicated to Saint Barbara, the patron saint of the
tapestry weavers.

For three centuries tapestry weaving was Oudenaarde’s most
important industry and the Saint Walburga church played an
important part in the life of the weavers as it was the centre of
their religious life.
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of master Arnulf of Binche, at the same time
dating the choir of the church. The transept
was built in a later phase and
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